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To watch services via live streaming, click:  St Michael & St Luke Livestream channel.  For previous 
services/messages/live stream recordings, click: St Michael & St Luke YouTube channel, Santa’s 

YouTube channel and parish website: www.lumiac.org.au

Malachi 3.1-14; Psalm 85;  
Philippians 1.1-11; Luke 3.1-6  

“... filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.” 
(Philippians 1.11)   

God of our salvation, you straighten 
the winding ways of our hearts and smooth the paths made 
rough by sin: keep our hearts watchful in holiness and bring to 
perfection the good you have begun in us.  We ask this 
through him whose coming is certain, whose Day draws near, 
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Reflection from Bishop Paul Barker 
“‘Stay safe’ has become a more common greeting 

during the pandemic. Safety has become a high concern. 
Indeed, significant parts of our society, for a long time, 
have valued diminished risk and higher safety. 
Governments are forever bringing in new laws to prevent 
a repeat of a tragedy or accident. Lukianoff and Haidt 
called this trend ‘safetyism’ in a book entitled ‘The 
Coddling of the American Mind’. I am not wanting to 
pursue the politics of safetyism, but rather consider its 

Welcome  to the Anglican 
Parish of St 

Michael & St Luke!  As we worship God together, 
we pray that God will minister to you through the 
Word and Sacrament.  If you are a communicant 
member of another Christian church, you are invited 
to share in the Eucharist in today’s 8AM & 10AM 
services.  Please use the CONNECT Card if you 
have questions about the Christian faith & join us 
for refreshments in the church hall after today’s 
10AM worship service.  Today’s services are at: 

▪ 8AM Family Holy Communion - open for 
everyone (i.e., vaccinated, unvaccinated & 
vaccination status not known - capacity 50 
persons and facemasks compulsory) 
▪ 10AM Family Holy Communion service 

(with children’s church) - only for those 
who have been fully vaccinated applied to 
everyone aged 12+ - no limits to the number 
of persons (proof of vaccination will be required 
prior to entry & facemasks are recommended 
especially if you cannot be physically apart). 

this week! 
▪ TODAY - Holy Communion services with the 

commissioning of new parish council @ 10AM 
▪ 11 December (8AM - 4PM) - sausage sizzle fundraiser 

@ Bunnings, Dandenong South  
▪ 12 December - ADVENT 2 - Holy Communion services are 

@ 8AM and 10AM 

the c a n d l e  

idolatry. Haidt and Lukianoff see safetyism as 
when safety becomes a ‘sacred value’. Maybe 
we could call that an idol. 
Life is risky. If we want to avoid all risk, and be 

fully safe, better not to be born. But God risked 
a lot in the Bethlehem manger, climaxing with 
the risk of the cross. And Jesus calls us to follow 
the same risky path, carrying our cross. Being a 
Christian is risky, for the opposition and 
ostracism it may entail. I recall a moving book 
called ‘The Insanity of God’ by Ripken, on the 
idiocy of serving God in a dangerous world, not 
least as a missionary.  
But at the same time, we know ultimate 

safety, under the shadow of his wings, protected 
from ultimate evil, knowing God himself to be 
our refuge, the fortress that will never fall. When 
we lose the perspective of eternity, and forget 
the risk of the incarnation, then we will fear 
risk, pursue secular safetyism and fail to follow 
Jesus. 
Sir Humphrey ridiculed his Prime Minister 

when he said, with irony, ‘very courageous, Prime 
Minister’. He meant foolhardy. For Christians 
following Jesus, courageous risk is never 
foolhardy, for we are safe in him.” 

Parish Council (PC) planning day update 
Besides working through various appointments (see 

page 2), PC reviewed our current Ministry Action 
Plan (MAP) with some changes to be published in 
the new year.  In addition, PC decided to move 
forward in the “Reimagining the future” process and 
opted to gradually work towards the “reinvention” 
scenario but beginning with the “reframe” scenario.    
Details of these scenarios were provided in the 

annual report booklet.  More information on this will 
be provided (New Year).  Soli Deo Gloria.  Santa ☺ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2eK4XEO0yWSKC8-LkC0eGQ/live
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2eK4XEO0yWSKC8-LkC0eGQ/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/perfectpatience/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/perfectpatience/videos
http://www.lumiac.org.au
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Reading the Bible together  
6 Dec Deuteronomy 1, 2; Galatians 6 

7 Dec Deuteronomy 3, 4; Psalm 36; Mark 1 

8 Dec Deuteronomy 5, 6; Psalm 43; Mark 2 

9 Dec Deuteronomy 7-9; Mark 3 

10 Dec Deuteronomy 10-12; Mark 4 

11 Dec Deuteronomy 13-15; Mark 5 

12 Dec 
Zephaniah 3.14-20; Psalm 18.1-17 
Philippians 4.4-7; Luke 3.7-18 

• time to share and use your 
talents here - give, serve,  & grow! 

•  your financial treasure. To all who 
are able, please:  
 transfer donations or offerings directly to: 

“St Michael and St Luke Anglican 
Church: BSB 063249 a/c 10044425.”   

 You may also place your offerings on the 
offertory tray during worship services and/
or marking them for Parish utilities or 
Parish Maintenance or Live Streaming 
Project. 

live-streaming 
update!  

Thanks to all who 
have contributed (see 
diagram for current 
status).  Please continue 
to put in your 
contribution in the 
offertory bowl or bank 
transfer by marking 
them: “live streaming.”  

74% 

1. Parish Fund Raisers  
▪ The sale of new/recycled 

greeting cards & other items 
is on today in the church hall.  
Please have a look and purchase 
as you wish.  

2. Parish Council/Wardens/
Vicar’s appointments: 

Parish Electoral Committee - Vicar, Theo 
Rutgers (Wardens’ rep) and Ralph De Vos 
Wardens’ Rep to Parish Incumbency 
Committee - Theo Rutgers. 
Parish Incumbency Committee (reserve) - 
Ralph De Vos 
Treasurer - Ravi Arumanayagam (assisted 
by Courtney Cook (parish bookkeeper) and 
Larry Loos (Churchwarden)) 
Vicar’s Churchwarden & PC Secretary- 
Cleoni Loos. 

Santa and Parish Council (PC) are seeking at 
least 3 more parish councillors to fill the vacant 
positions in  PC.  Please do not refuse when you 
are invited.  The work/responsibility involved is 
much and it isn't supportive when the load is 
placed on a very few people in the parish and it 
isn't fair either!   

3.New Stewardship Envelopes for the new 
church year have arrived and are in the foyer 
for collection.  If you wish to have a set of 
envelopes, please speak to Garry.   

4.Christmas gifts are being collected for the 
families and young people (from ages  0-18 
years) associated with the Asylum Seekers.  
Please bring your gifts by 12 December, which 
could be toys, gift vouchers, and/or food items 
and place them in the box at the entry to the 
worship area (or under the Christmas Tree).  
Providing wrapping paper would be helpful 
but, please do not wrap these gifts. 

5.The worship roster for January 2022 to March 
2022 is being prepared.  If you NOT available 
during this these three months, please 
inform Santa ASAP.   

ADVENT, CHRISTMAS, NEW YEAR 

**DISCIPLES OF CHRIST**  

12 Dec (Advent 3) live & show evidence of 
repentance! 

19 Dec (Advent 4) follow the example of 
Christ! 

24/25 Dec - Christmas  
“messengers of the Good 

News” 
26 Dec (Christmas 1) live like Christ! 

2 January 2022  
(New Year) ready at all times! 

24 December 
11pm 

Christmas Eve Family Holy 
Communion (fully vaccinated only) 

25 December 
10am 

Christmas Day Family Holy 
Communion 
(Open to ALL - limited capacity) 

26 December 
9.30am 

Family Holy Communion  
(Open to ALL - limited capacity) 

2 January 
2022 9.30am 

New Year Family Holy 
Communion  
(Open to ALL - limited capacity) 
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

The Anglican 
Church of Burundi (Abp Sixbert Macumi, 
Primate); Theological Colleges, Church 
Schools & Church Kindergartens; Church of 
the Ascension Springvale (Inpa Eliezer); All 
Saints’ Kooyong - Baptism Service (Abp Philip 
Freier); St Andrew’s Aberfeldie – Pastoral 
Visit (Bp Genieve Blackwell); Red Door, Caroline Springs – Pastoral Visit 
(Bp Kate Prowd); St Mark’s Emerald – Pastoral Visit (Bp Paul Barker); 
the Archbishop, Bishops, clergy & all people.     


Praise God for the opportunity to gather to hear from God’s Word 
that addresses a highly relevant aspect of Timorese culture and worship in 
relation to the spirits of the dead.  Please  pray for God’s provision & 
protection as they serve God in Timor Leste.  
  For your Word in song, in Scripture, in 

sermon, we are grateful.  We praise you Eternal God and Father for those who in every generation 
have been faithful in transmitting your Word so that we might know the fullness of the gospel in 
our time—your Word mighty to save.  With that self giving you are present to our every need.  
But sometimes we are insensitive to your coming—we are blind to all the signs of your presence.  
The gospel proclaims that you are always present to each one of us in the greatest way that you 
can be—you so love the world that you have given your only Son.  You are always giving, but 
sometimes we are unwilling to receive.  We are well aware of the blessedness in giving but let us 
not miss the blessedness of receiving.  Bless us as we give and receive this year as we “work 
together with one mind and purpose, with the attitude of Christ.”  We pray for your wisdom 
& discernment on all the new wardens, parish councillors & incumbency committee as they are 
commissioned today, for safety as we undertake the annual Advent Prayer Walk.  Enable us to 
gladly welcome all who will be returning to church during the Advent/Christmas time.  We thank 
you for the modest programme planned for the upcoming Christmas and New Year season and 
pray that it will be blessing to everyone.  We continue to pray for your mercy and grace upon all 
communities in Australia and in the world affected by the COVID19 pandemic, for people affected 
by natural disasters, all who have been injured or tragically killed (and their loved ones) due to 
these and other circumstances.  We pray for wisdom and patience for leaders at all levels of 
government and, for all medical staff as they care for the sick and dying due to COVID19 and/or 
other illnesses.  Lord our God, be a loving presence and comfort to all who are feeling isolated.   
Enfold all who need your special touch of healing, comfort and peace.  This week we pray for:  
Audrey, Brendon, Cathy, Carmen, Claudette, Cynthia, David, Doris, Grenville, Gunara, Harrison, Jeeva, Leela, 
Mary, Mohona, Noreen, Oscar, Rayhaan, Renuka, Seelan, Theodora, Wilma, Yvonne, for those facing 
mental issues and all who we remember in our hearts.   For all who are sick, we pray that you will 
use medical means or direct involvement to heal and for their families to be comforted and 
encouraged.  We give you thanks for all who are recovering from illness and/or who have 
recovered and we pray for your comfort, love & peace on all who mourn.  We thank you Father 
for all the prayers that you have graciously answered in your way.  Amen. 

http://bciowa.org/january-prayer-focus-in-all-things-pray/ 

For URGENT PASTORAL 
CARE — call Santa 

PRAYER CHAINS:  
Cynthia [0408 138 627];  
Brian [0403 260 645];  

Vaughan & Noelle  
[0411 320 818] 

CELEBRATIONS ☺ 
Birthday:  
8 Dec - Elizabeth Swart, 
Corinne King 

Looking ahead! 
▪ Advent and Christmas -  

“disciples of Christ” 

During Advent, I 
encourage ALL of us to 
take the time to WALK & 
PRAY for all in our 
community.  You can also pray as you 
work, drive or shop or even whilst sitting 
in a café having a coffee.  Please pray for:  
▪ doors to be opened to proclaim the gospel;  
▪ that we can proclaim the gospel clearly;  
▪ for divine wisdom as we approach our 

neighbours with the gospel; and,  
▪ that we use every opportunity for the gospel! 

Welcoming in Advent/Christmas:  
EVERY worship service is an 

opportunity to express the love of 
Christ and show that we sincerely care 
for all who arrive.   
If you are a regular parishioner, 

please arrive early, to greet every guest 
with a smile. It will be very helpful if you 
show them to a seat.  If they are alone, please sit with 
them during the service to answer questions they 
have.  Continue the conversation after service.   
Even introducing them to others in the parish will be 

a wonderful gesture of friendship.  
[image from: http://clipart-library.com/church-welcome-cliparts.html] 

http://clipart-library.com/church-welcome-cliparts.html
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parish contacts ... 
Ministers:  All Parishioners! 
Vicar:  Santa Packianathan 
 9792 4925, 9790 6533, 0438 509 669  
 stmstlvicar@bigpond.com  
  [Santa is out of office on Thursday]   
Sacristan: Brian Bird [0403 260 645] 
R  U OK Team Coordinator: VACANT - Please call 
Santa  
Children’s Ministry:  Ellie Martin [0430 416 256] 
Youth Ministry and Parish Crim-Check Administrator :  
Vaughan Smith [0402 751 275] 

Honorary Licensed Lay Ministers: 
Brian Bird, Garry Martin, Theo Rutgers 

Church Wardens:  Larry Loos [9795 7371];  
Theo Rutgers [0401 886 674]; Cleoni Loos 
[0413 763 315]  
Parish COVID-Safe Officer:  Prasantha Illesinghe 
[0425 702 587] 
Council Secretary & Parish Child Safe Officer:  Cleoni 
Loos [0413 763 315] 
Treasurer: Ravi Arumanayagam [0406 262 860] 
Stewardship: Garry Martin [0433 933 679] 
Church Office: VACANT - Please call Santa   
Hall Hire: Anand Raj [0404 043 536] 

who we are! 
The Anglican Parish of St Michael & St Luke is a part 

of the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne.  Our Vision is 
to  encourage one another to RENEW our relationship 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, to partner 
with the LORD to REVIVE God’s church and to 
REACH OUT to others as the Holy Spirit reveals.  

Our Mission is: 
 

Our Values are: 
 

Sunday @ 8AM - Holy Communion (all 
welcome - 50 people maximum) 
Sunday @ 10AM - Holy Communion & 
children’s church (fully vaccinated only) 
3rd Sunday - “What is God doing?” 
services 

Please scan the QR code using your 
Service Victoria app as you enter the 

church!  **Some conditions will apply** 

Living God, you have called us to be the Body of Christ.  As we “renew, revive, reach 
out,” may our parish be a sign of hope in this community.  May all we do, and all we are 

becoming, bring praise to your name and draw others to your love.  We ask these 
things in the name of Jesus, who came to serve and bring us the fullness of life.  Amen 

Every Sunday except 3rd Sunday  
▪ YOUTH GROUP — on hold  
▪ SUNDAY CLUB — on hold  
CARE GROUPS — in recess & will 

return in 2022. 
PLAYGROUP is closed indefinitely. 

If you wish to help/participate in 
any of these activities or have 

questions, ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƻŶŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΗ 

Name: 

Address: 

Telephone No: 

Email: 

Prayer need/request/feedback: 

how to contact us 
1472 Heatherton Road, Dandenong,  VIC 3175, 

AUSTRALIA  
Church office:  + 61 3 9792 4925    

Church e-mail: stmandstl@bigpond.com 
  Website:  www.lumiac.org.au  

acknowledgment of traditional owners of the land:  
²Ŝ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ǳǊǳƴŘƧŜǊƛ ŀƴŘ 
.ƻƻƴŜǊǿǊǳƴƎ όƻǊ .ǳƴǳǊƻƴƎύ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Yǳƭƛƴ bŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ hǿƴŜǊǎΦ  ²Ŝ Ǉŀȅ 

ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 9ƭŘŜǊǎΣ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ 

mailto:stmandstl@bigpond.com
http://www.lumiac.org.au

