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Welcome! 
 It is great that you have decided to join us this Sunday morning.  As we worship God 
together we pray that God will minister and refresh you through Word and Sacrament.  Sunday 

Club and Youth Group is in recess during school holidays.  If you are a communicant member of another Christian church, you 
are invited to share in the Holy Communion in today’s services.  Please follow the guidance from the sides-persons as you 
come forward for Holy Communion.   
If you would like prayer for any reason, please come to the front immediately after Communion. 
Please use the CONNECT Card if you are new here and/or if you have questions about the Christian faith.  We will 
love to hear from you and connect with you.  Please join us for refreshments in the church hall after the services.   ☺ 

“Be merciful to me, LORD, for I am in distress; my eyes grow 
weak with sorrow, my soul and body with grief.  … But I trust in 

you, LORD; I say, “You are my God.”” (Ps 31.9, 14) 
 

In Psalm 31.9-16, the Psalmist says that his life is “weak 
with sorrow,”  In all likelihood this does not reflect his 
entire existence; but at this particular moment, his 
experience is real and seemingly pervasive.  These words 
depict the painful parts of our living.  Much like a country 
song that is sung with a twang of despondency, the psalmist 
gives voice to a bleak existence.  He is in distress; his eyes 
grow weak, his soul and body grieve; he is in anguish and is 
groaning.  His strength fails; his bones grow weak.  Each 
description becomes a different verse of the same song of 
despair—graphic lyrics that paint the portrait of his 
humiliation.   
Humiliation and despair, however, are not the final word.  

This song has a chorus that provides an antidote to the 
current plight of the worshipper: “But I trust in you, Lord; 
… You are my God … My times are in your hand.” 
As in many of the laments in the Psalms, the one who 

seems lost, overwhelmed and disoriented finds foundation, a 
solid place to stand.  The psalmist knows that God is with 
him. 
In the end, it is not only important that we believe in God.  

It is important what kind of God we believe in!  In the first 
eight verses of Psalm 31, the psalmist stacks metaphor upon 
metaphor and image upon image to communicate the kind 
of God he trusts in and in whom his hope lies.  This God is 
refuge, deliverer, rock, fortress, guide, redeemer and 
steadfast love.  This God listens and sees the psalmist’s 
despair. 
We cannot say for certain that bad things will not befall us.  

However the guarantee is that God’s gracious hand has 
already been extended.  Distress and depression, betrayal 
and ridicule, acute contradictions—even crucifixion—do not 
have the final say. 
‘Faithful God, we look back on tumultuous and chaotic times in 

“being right with God”                  14 APRIL 2019 

Please take this CANDLE with you today and pass it to your friends.  Thank you! 

this week! 
Everyone is welcome to join in all the 

services during Holy Week which begins 
today and ends on Easter Sunday. 

TODAY 
Palm Sunday 

9.30AM Family service with 
Procession, Holy Communion, 
and children’s church 

15 April 
Monday 

Holy Monday Holy Communion 
[7.30PM] 

16 April 
Tuesday 

Holy Tuesday Holy Communion
[7.30PM] 

17 April 
Wednesday 

Holy Wednesday Holy 
Communion[7.30PM] 

18 April 
Thursday 

Maundy Thursday with  Holy 
Communion & AGAPE Meal 
[7.30PM] 

19 April 
Friday 

Good Friday liturgy [9.30AM]  

20 April 
Saturday 

Cleaning & Working bee (from 
8.30AM) 

21 April 
Sunday 
Easter Sunday 

9.30AM Easter Sunday 
combined family service and 
celebration with renewal of 
baptismal vows  

Monday Playgroup, Wednesday and Thursday CARE 
Groups are in recess during school holidays. 

our lives and realise that you have always 
been with us.  We are grateful.  Amen.’ 

 

[adapted from: Disciplines-A Book of daily devotions-
2016, Upper Room Books, 2015, p. 100] 
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 Easter Eve (Saturday) cleaning 
and working bee (from 8.30AM):  
Please come along and join in as 
we prepare for Easter.  Everyone 
welcome. 
 Flowers for Easter:  It will be 

helpful if we all could bring flowers from our 
home gardens to place on the plain wooden 
cross during the Easter morning worship 
service.  The flowers will be a symbolic 
reminder of the resurrection of Christ.   
 Thanks to everyone for taking the time to 

WALK & PRAY for all in our community 
during Lent.  Please continue to pray:  
▪ For doors to be opened to proclaim the 

gospel! 
▪ That we can proclaim the gospel clearly! 
▪ For divine wisdom as we approach our 

neighbours with the gospel! 
▪ That we use every opportunity for the 

gospel! 
 Our next sausage sizzle fundraiser is @ 

Bunnings, Dandenong South on FRIDAY 3 
MAY from 8AM.  See the noticeboard for 
details on how to assist and, participate in 
this event.  Please speak to Prasantha and/or 
Russell for further information.  Everyone’s 
assistance is needed to ensure the success 
of this fundraiser.     

TODAY’s Bible reading: Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 31.9-18; Philippians 2.5-11; Passion Gospel 
(Luke) 
Sentence:  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to death— even death on a cross!  (Philippians 2.8NIV)   
PRAYER for the day:  Almighty and everlasting God, in your tender love for the human race 
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the 
cross: grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, and also be made partakers 
of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

15 April  Leviticus 1-3; Acts 13 
16 April  Leviticus 4-6; Acts 14 
17 April  Leviticus 7-9; Acts 15 
18 April  Leviticus 10-12; Acts 16 
19 April  Leviticus 13, 14; Acts 17 
20 April  Leviticus 15-17; Acts 18 
21 April  Acts 10.34-43; Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24;  
    1 Corinthians 15.19-26; Luke 24.1-12 

Reading the Bible together **HELP NEEDED** 
to remove books 

from the backroom 
to an op shop of 
your choice or recycle.  Seek help to 

move books into your car and please take 
as much as you are able.   THANK YOU! 

Please collect a copy of the new 
worship roster (April to June 2019) 
before leaving church this morning. Bishop Paul Barker’s  

Lenten Talks 2019  
Hebrews 8-10 

“a better covenant, priest & 
sacrifice” 

6PM April 14 @ St Luke’s Carrum Downs 
8PM April 17 at St Mark’s Forest Hill. 

ALL WELCOME! 

Hosea ::  
"God's AMAZING love, 

compassion and 
faithfulness" 

05 May - “God’s judgement”  

28 April - “Children of the living God” 

Easter in  
St Michael & St Luke! 

12 May - “What does God desire?”  

19 May - “The people’s rebellion”  

26 May - “God’s amazing love [1]”  

02 June - “God’s amazing love [2]”  

09 June - “Pentecost Sunday”  

On ANZAC Day 2019, 11.00am,  

there will be an Ecumenical Service at  

St Paul’s Cathedral. 

The preacher is Dr Mark Brett, Professor 

of Old Testament at Whitley College. 

Everyone welcome. 
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How you can support & 
participate in our  mission! 
• PRAY for PARISH RENEWAL!   
• SET ASIDE time to share and 

use your talents here! 
• SHARE your financial 

treasure. The easiest & 
preferred way is by direct 
transfer via the ADF (at no 
cost to you or the church) or 
weekly offertory envelopes.    

• Garry or the Wardens will 
provide you with information 
concerning  both systems.  All  
information provided is 
confidential.   

• You can also transfer your 
donations directly to : “St Michael 
and St Luke Anglican Church: 
BSB 063249 a/c 10044425”  

Looking ahead! 
• 25 April - ANZAC Day 
• 30 April - Playgroup starts (Term  
2) 

• 05 May - Thanksgiving & 
Volunteer Appreciation Sunday 

• 12 May - Mothers’ Day 
• 19 May - “What is God doing?” 
Sunday 

• “Holy God, our lives are laid open before you: rescue 
us from the chaos of sin and through the death of your Son bring us 
healing and make us whole in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen” (from: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/) 

• 
Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East (Abp Suheil 
Dawani); Diocese of the Riverina (Clergy & People); Royal School 
of Church Music (Roslyn Carolane, Chair); Parish of Christ 
Church, Whittlesea w St Peter's, Kinglake (Ruwan Palapathwala); 
City on a Hill East, Chadstone – parish visit (Bp Paul Barker); St 
Luke’s Carrum Downs – Lenten Series (Bp Paul Barker); All Saints 
Ascot Vale – Palm Sunday service (Bp Genieve Blackwell); All 
Saints’ Newtown – parish visit (Bp Kate Prowd); Trinity College 
Theological School – parish visit (Bp Kate Prowd); parishes in the 
Monash-Kingston Deanery; the Archbishop, Bishops, clergy and 
people of the Diocese of Melbourne in their ministries. 

• 
Please pray for the many challenges in ministry, as well as, 
relational challenges that arise as we seek to love and disciple 
young leaders in training. It can be painful at times; that more and 
more young people may indeed become disciples of Christ 
through Dili Young Adults Group; and, for Chris & Grace in their 
different and varied roles in ministry in Timor Leste.   

• Almighty God and Father, as 
the Psalmist wrote, may we all individually and confidently 
proclaim that “You are my God” and that “I will trust in you 
always” (Psalm 31.14).  We give You thanks for the opportunities 
You sent to us to proclaim the gospel of Christ and to display the 
five marks of Mission.  As we gather today to celebrate your 
triumphant and yet humble entry into Jerusalem, help us to reflect 
carefully on Your final journey to the cross during this Holy 
Week.  We pray for all the worship services to be held during 
Holy Week and Easter.  May Your word be preached during all 
these services.  As we gather, remind us of our own journey in 
life.  We pray for all who will be joining us during the worship 
services (including visitors and guests).  Prepare all of us to have a 
special encounter with the Risen Lord so that we will truly 
worship You in spirit and truth always. We thank You that we will 
once again renew our baptismal vows during the Easter service.  
May Your name be honoured and glorified during these services.  
We thank You for all who faithfully undertook the Prayer Walk 
during Lent and for keeping them safe.  Father, we pray for Your 
Spirit to move among all people in our community, particularly 
our Mission Focus Group (i.e. families with secondary school aged 
children).  We pray that the decisions that we take this week will 
be Christ centred and means by which many will be drawn into 
Your kingdom. Amen.  
Loving Father, we praise You for your gifts of healing, comfort & 
peace to all known to us including, Barry, Bernard, Cynthia, Deon, 
Esther, Harry, Jean, Jean, John, Mary, Noreen, Oscar, Patrick, 
Philip, Seelan, Tina, Yacoub, Yvonne, Varuni, Chandrani and all 
who we remember in our hearts.  We thank you for those who 

have been healed. We pray for 
your comfort and peace on all 
who mourn the passing of loved 
ones during this week. We pray 
for your favour and grace on all 
who seek employment (Garry, 
Joanne, Mark  & Melville), for all 
who are thinking of future 
options in studies/work, for 
Sakthe Kumar in his final year of 
theological studies and all who 
travel.  We pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  

Birthdays:  
15 Apr - Camelita Oliver, 
Nevaeh Rutgers 
17 Apr - John De Losa, Julie 
Pocknee 
18 Apr - Awell Top, Roman Loos 
19 Apr - Larry Loos 
20 Apr - Barry Oliver, Talvikki 
Jumpponen 

For URGENT 
PASTORAL CARE 
— call Santa 
PRAYER CHAINS:  
Cynthia  
[9704 9705];  
Brian [9791 4496];  
Vaughan & Noelle [9546 0353] http://bciowa.org/january-prayer-focus-in-all-things-pray/ 



4 

 

useful contacts ... 
Ministers:  All Parishioners! 
Vicar:  Santa Packianathan 
 9792 4925, 9790 6533,  
0438 509 669 
 stmstlvicar@bigpond.com  
  [Santa is out of office on Thursday]   
Sacristan: Brian Bird [9791 4496] 
R U OK Team Coordinator: VACANT-
Please call Santa  
Children’s Ministry:  Anne Oliver [9791 
3879] 
Youth Ministry:  Vaughan Smith [9546 
0353] 
Play Group: Julia [0400 527 876] 
Honorary Licensed Lay Ministers: 
Brian Bird, Garry Martin, Theo 
Rutgers, John Singh. 
Church Wardens:  

Vaughan Smith (Parish Crim-Check 
Administrator) [9546 0353]; Cleoni 
Loos (Child Safe Officer) [9755 
7097]; Larry Loos [9795 7371] 

Council Secretary :  Cleoni Loos [9755 
7097]  
Treasurer: Courtney Cook [0409 332 
377] 
Stewardship: Garry Martin [9704 9705] 
Church Office: VACANT-Please call Santa  
Hall Hire: Anand Raj [0404 043 536] 

who we are! 
The Anglican Parish of St Michael & St Luke is a part of the 

Anglican Diocese of Melbourne.  We encourage one 
another to RENEW our relationship with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to partner with the LORD  to REVIVE 

God’s church and to  REACH OUT  

to others as the Holy Spirit reveals.  
Our Mission: 

 
Our Values: 

 

our regular services are: 
8AM Sunday - Holy Communion (traditional) 
10AM Sunday - Holy Communion & Children’s Church  
10AM (3rd Sunday only - unless indicated otherwise) - “What 
is God doing?” & Children’s Church [ALL WELCOME!] 

praying for the mission of Anglican parish of St Michael & St Luke: 
Living God, you have called us to be the Body of Christ.  As we “renew, revive, reach 

out,” may our parish be a sign of hope in this community.  May all we do, and all we are 
becoming, bring praise to your name and draw others to your love.  We ask these 

things in the name of Jesus, who came to serve and bring us the fullness of life.  Amen 

Child Protection: 1300 360 391  
Kooyoora Ltd: 1800 135 246  

DURING TERM TIME: 
SUNDAY CLUB (Kindergarten to Year 6) & YOUTH 
GROUP (Year 7 to Year 12) meets during the Sunday 
10AM service (except 3rd Sunday). 
PLAYGROUP meets every Tuesday morning (10AM-

12Noon)   
CARE GROUPS meet every week to inspire, support/pray 

for one another & grow in faith (Wednesday 10AM-
12Noon in Church office; Thursday 7.30PM in Vicarage).  

If you wish to participate in any of these activities or 
have questions, please contact the church office for more 
details.  We will love to hear from you! 

Name: 

Address: 

Telephone No: 

Email: 

Prayer need/request/feedback: 

If you would like prayer for any reason, please come to the front immediately after Communion. c
o

n
n

e
c
t

 

how to contact us  
1472 Heatherton Road, Dandenong,  VIC 3175, AUSTRALIA  
Church office:  + 61 3 9792 4925    
Church e-mail: stmandstl@bigpond.com 
Website:  www.lumiac.org.au  
FB Group:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/dandenonganglicans/ 
FB Page:  https://www.facebook.com/dandenonganglicans/ 

acknowledgment of traditional 
owners of the land:  

We gather on the traditional lands of 
the Wurundjeri and Boonerwrung (or 
Bunurong) tribes of the Kulin Nation, 
and we acknowledge them as the 
Traditional Owners.  We pay our 
respects to their Elders, past and 

present. 


